
 

  

Peri Pascha 
 
 

100) “The Lord clothed himself with 

humanity, and with suffering on behalf of the 

suffering one, and bound on behalf of the 

one constrained, and judged on behalf of the 

one convicted, and buried on behalf of the 

one entombed, rose from the dead and cried 

out aloud: 
 

101)  “Who takes issue with me? Let him 

stand before me. I set free the condemned. I 

gave life to the dead. I raise up the 

entombed. Who will contradict me?” 
 

102)  “It is I”, says the Christ, “I am he who 

destroys death, and triumphs over the enemy, 

and crushes Hades, and binds the strong 

man, and bears humanity off to the heavenly 

heights.” “It is I,” says the Christ. 
 

103) “So come all families of people, 

adulterated with sin, and receive forgiveness 

of sins. For I am your freedom. 

I am the Passover of salvation. 

I am the lamb slaughtered for you, 

I am your ransom, I am your life,  

I am your light, I am your salvation,  

I am your resurrection, I am your King.  

I shall raise you up by my right hand, I will 

lead you to the heights of heaven, there shall 

I show you the everlasting father.” 
 

~ Melito of Sardis, c. 190 AD 
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Saint Melito (death 180 AD) was a bishop 

of Sardis in Lydia (Turkey); with Sardis 

being one of the seven cities mentioned in 

the book of Revelation. Melito is 

considered among the greatest Church 

Fathers of the 2nd century. While the 

volume of his written work is lost, scholars 

knew of their existence through references 

of the writings of other early Church 

Fathers. For example, Eusebius preserved 

Melito's list of Old Testament scriptures - 

the first such list known to scholars – along 

with fragments of a discourse 

recommending that Marcus Aurelius adopt 

Christianity as the religion of the Roman 

Empire.  It was not until the early-to-mid 

1900’s that one of his most distinguished 

works was recovered – Peri Pascha - which 

also turned out to be the most important 

text ever written on the Resurrection.  

Composed around 160-180 AD, Peri Pascha 

conveys what early Christians believed on 

the doctrine of the Paschal mystery.  

Outside of the New Testament, Peri Pascha 

is the oldest known Easter homily that 

exists.  When translation of Peri Pascha 

was completed, scholars were also 

astounded to learn that it is one of the 

most theologically profound works of early 

Christianity.   
 

According to scholars, Melito pictured 

 

Jesus rising from the tomb and, in a loud 

voice, issuing the challenge, “Who will 

contend against me? Let him stand before 

me.”  Melito’s vision of the Risen Lord helps 

to correct a modern misconception of many 

about the Resurrection.  With Easter often 

considered the “final chapter of Jesus’ 

career,” the Resurrection is “not so much 

the last word as the opening line of a whole 

new story.”   Melito explained that through 

His death and resurrection, Jesus 

“triumphed over the enemy, trod down 

Hades and snatched mankind up to the 

heights of heaven.”  Jesus, he then states, 

extends an invitation to all of humanity: 

“Come here, all you families of men, 

weighed down by your sins and receive 

pardon for your misdeeds.”  Melito further 

writes that as judge, Jesus is stern with 

those who seek to shift blame while at the 

same time offering clemency to those who 

seek Him.  And although Jesus possesses 

immense power, we do not need to fear 

Him for: 

“This is the Christ, this is the King, 
This is Jesus, this is the commander, 

This is the Lord, This is He who rose from 
the dead… To Him be the glory and the 

might forever!  Amen.” 2  
 

A selection of Melito’s beautiful Easter 
homily is highlighted at right.  To read it in 
its entirety, visit:  www.sachurch.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/04/On-Pascha- 
Melito-of-Sardis.pdf. 
 
Easter blessings to all ~ 
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Excerpts from On the Passover 
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Christ Risen 
Peter Paul Rubens, 1616 

  



  

 

 

The Year of Saint Joseph 

with Benedict XVI 
In a recent interview for this Year of 

Saint Joseph, Pope Benedict XVI 

(Joseph Ratzinger), reflected on his 

patron saint, Saint Joseph.   Benedict 

believes that the silence of Mary’s 

spouse is his own “yes” to God 

whereupon he agreed to take the 

young expectant Mary into his home.  

Joseph “discreetly devoted himself to 

the Holy Family, which explains why 

he is only a “silent presence” in the 

Gospels, of which is also his 

message.”  Benedict also suggested 

that the prophecy of the “tree of 

Jesse” from the book of Isaiah is a 

silent reference to Joseph. Described 

in the Old Testament as a “sterile 

stump,” this dead tree must give birth 

to its offspring, the long-awaited 

Messiah.  The Church teaches that 

this is the prophetic announcement 

of the birth of Christ from Mary’s 

womb. According to Benedict, it also 

speaks to the paternal nature of 

Joseph. While the branch is 

traditionally described as a rose, to 

associate it with Mary, Benedict says 

that the texts actually indicate it is a 

sprout of rice; an important detail, 

because “it is perhaps the only text in 

the Old Testament to make the 

connection to the city of Nazareth.” 

He further explains:  the etymology of 

Nazareth could derive from the 

Babylonian word “nezer,” meaning 

“rice.” Even if only a hypothesis, this 

village of Joseph and Mary would 

thus carry within its name reference 

to the tree of Jesse.     
 

(From www.aleteia.org/2021/04/02/josephs-silence-is-also-

a-yes-says-pope-emeritus-benedict-xvi/) 

 

This newsletter is prepared by the Office of Faith Formation & Enrichment.  Email:  TFlippo@olmc-osprey.org 

 

“Father, into Your Hands I commend my 

soul and my spirit."  Urban VI presided at 

her funeral and burial in Rome. Pope Pius II 

canonized her in 1461 and Pope Paul VI  

declared her a Doctor of the Church in 

1970; the only lay woman to ever receive 

this title.  Saint Catherine was later made 

patron saint of Europe by Pope John Paul II 

in 1999.   

 

Of her volumes of work, The Dialogue of 

Divine Providence is still read today around 

the world.  This text describes the human’s 

entire spiritual life through a series of 

conversations between God and the soul, 

represented by Catherine herself. They are 

personal messages she received from God 

which are explored in four treatises: on 

Divine Providence, on Discretion, on Prayer 

and on Obedience.  These four, in turn, 

explore questions of concern to even 

today's Catholics such as whether or not 

Divine Providence exists, how one might 

practice discernment and whether or not 

prayer is really effective; to name a few.   

 

Today, Saint Catherine is also the patron 

saint of the Diocese of Allentown (PA, USA), 

of nurses, illnesses, miscarriages and of 

people who are ridiculed for their piety. 

Saint Catherine of 
Siena 

Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
Feast Day: 29 April 

 

Caterina Benincasa (1347-1380) was born 

the youngest of 25 children during the 

Black Plague.  Most of her family did not 

survive.  She was six years old when she 

had her first vision of Christ.  At a very 

young age she experienced mystical visions 

and desired to consecrate herself to Christ. 

She later became a lay member of the 

Dominican Order - the Sisters of Penitence 

of St. Dominic in Siena – as well as an 

activist and author who had a great 

influence on Italian literature and the 

Catholic Church.   Her local ministry with 

the poor compelled her to travel to 

promote church reform during a turbulent 

time of the Middle Ages. 

 

Catherine played a major role in 

influencing Pope Gregory XI to move the 

papacy from Avignon back to Rome.  He 

then sent her to negotiate peace with 

Florence.  Following Gregory XI's death, 

Catherine returned to Siena where she 

completed a plethora of writings, the most 

well known being her spiritual treatises on 

The Dialogue of Divine Providence. The 

Great Schism of the West led Catherine to 

go to Rome with the pope. She composed 

numerous letters to princes and cardinals 

to promote obedience to Pope Urban VI 

and to defend what she called the "vessel 

of the Church." St. Catherine died on 29 

April at age 33.  Her last known words were 

“On entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a white robe, 
and they were utterly amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified.  He has been raised; he is not here.” 

Mark 16:5-6 


